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COMUNE DI ORTELLE

Ortelle, situeted in the  hinterland of Castro, from which it is less than 6 km far.It  is also far 43 Km 43 from Lecce 43 km and 27 from Santa Maria di Leuca,  Peninsula salentina’s extreme meridional territory, extended between the ancient e messapica city of and the rinomate tourist localities of Santa Cesarea Terme and Castro, both on the salentina adriatic coast , at about 73 mt above sea level.
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Vignacastrisi is  Ortelle’s hamlet, distant 2,5 km in direction south and it is situated to 92 meters  above sea level.
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Ortelle is a little village, developped under  one or two constructions plans,  with diffused  underground rooms with many dugs in the cliff, maybe residuals of  the ancient  village. The  Ortelle’s origins are tied to the destructions of Vaste and Castro from the Ottomans; the human presence would go back to very remoter ages through many testimonies confirmed from the presence of “ menhir”. Of remarkable interest it is the ancient  Church(165), constructed in baroque style with wonderful altars and  valuable canvas.

The ancient  Cripta “Madonna della Grotta”, testimony of the wide byzantine process that interested the south of Italy between the VII and XI centuries, and the “ Cappella dei Santi Vito e Marina” erected in 1776 on an ancient rupestre church. [image: image3.jpg]



In Vignacastrisi  the Church-fortress in a Romanesque style of the XVI century can be visited. The “San Nicola”masseria, an ancient convent transformed an evocative private property in the 700 , and, opposite to it , a beautiful natural site, called “Canali o Lame”, make part of the Park Otranto-Santa Maria di Leuca area.

The area called “Canali”, near Vignacastrisi, is a beautiful natural stip close to  Castro interest in visiting.

The surrounding territories abounded of historical testimonies of the secular man’s presence,  regulate elements of the territory,as stone walls  that delimit terracings and small properties , amalgamated with the presence of secular olive trees or natural vegetation, for  example the “leccio”. 
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The  area constitutes one of the last part  of natural wild vegetation found in  Salento, where together with wild orchideas’ presence, the carrubo, olive can be found, too. The site is in tightened relationship with the Oaks forest in Castro,and thanks to it, the side contributes to form an  ecological corridor between the sea  and the hinterland. The  territory  accommodates a typical mediterranean fauna  as the  fox, the badger, the hedgehog, the common lizard,  numerous kinds of snakes and many species of birds. 
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From centuries Ortelle is characterized from an important event,  the ancient “Fiera di San Vito” (than, from 2006, it is taken advantage of the qualification of regional  manifestation), on the fourthr Sunday of October, but  from the thursday to Sunday many people come from everywhere to Ortelle  to live the ancestrual ritual and to eat  the meat the  pig meat produced from the animals alleviated by  local breeders and to visit the entire Fiera, event of  economic and cultural importance. 
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It is  important to  remember, finally, that the contry gave progress to illustrious painter of Neapolitan period, Giuseppe Casciaro.      
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